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Sub-Saharan African
AGOA beneficiary countries
Status: 2021

Nigeria

Nigeria is one of 39 
Sub-Saharan African 
countries that currently 
enjoy duty-free export 
status to the United
States for +- 6,500 
products through a 
combination of AGOA 
and GSP preferences.

AGOA allows duty-free access to the 
United States market for virtually all 
of Nigeria’s potential exports 

AGOA trade preferences are available until 2025

AGOA has assisted Nigeria’s energy sector,
agricultural, metals and other exports to the US

www.AGOA.info

AGOA can provide a competitive 
advantage to Nigeria’s exporters

NIGERIA    |    AGOA
Nigeria was designated
an ‘AGOA beneficiary’ on     
2 October 2000. 
On 14 July 2004, AGOA 
benefits were also extended 
to Nigeria’s textile sector, 
following the successful 
implementation of an 
apparel ‘visa system’ 
required for managing 
adherence with AGOA’s 
Rules of Origin provisions.    

Duty free exports to USA 

The special provisions for apparel 
(i.e. flexible Rules of Origin)
are extended to 2007; Mauritius
receives wearing apparel rules 
concession similar to LDC countries  

AGOA III amendments
The apparel provisions for LDC 
countries are extended to 2015,
considered critical for the 
African apparel manufacturing sector 

AGOA V amendments
US President Bill Clinton signs 
AGOA into law, with strong bipartisan 
support in the US Congress. Originally
set to expire in 2008 

AGOA signed into law

Technical amendments and 
clarifications to the legislation.
Botswana and Namibia earn special 
status under ‘wearing apparel’ rules

AGOA II amendments 
AGOA legislation is extended from
2008 to 2015. The special provisions 
for apparel are again extended, 
to 2012 
 

AGOA IV amendments
AGOA legislation
receives a makeover with
numerous changes. It is
extended to 2025 

Renewal

2000 2004 2012

2002 2006 2015 - 2025

WHAT  IS  AGOA ?
AGOA, short for the African Growth and Opportunity Act, forms part of 
United States trade legislation. AGOA was signed into law in May 2000 as Public 
Law 106. It offers special access to its market to Sub-Saharan African beneficiary 
countries like Nigeria, but also provides a framework for other US support to, and 
engagement with, African countries. Originally set to expire in 2008, AGOA has been 
extended a few times, most recently in 2015 and for a period of 10 years (now to 2025).  

  

AGOA:
Cornerstone    of   US-AFRICA   trade    relations

Nigeria's  preferential 
market   access

to  the  united states

AGOA builds on - and significantly enhances - the trade preferences of the 
US Generalized System of Preferences (GSP). Along with the GSP, it provides 
qualifying Sub-Saharan African beneficiary countries with non-reciprocal duty free 
access to the US market for approximately 6,500 products, including for some 
categories generally considered to be ‘sensitive’. 

Qualifying products* under AGOA include textiles and clothing, motor vehicles
and parts, many agricultural products including macademia nuts, leather products, 
chemicals, wine, travel luggage, machinery and equipment, and many more.

Rules of Origin (RoO) are the criteria used to 
determine the national origin of a product. 
RoO form an integral part of preferential trade 
arrangements, and under AGOA help ensure 
that market access preferences are correctly 
linked to imports from an AGOA beneficiary 
country. The RoO prescribe the minimum local 
processing or local content required for a
product to obtain origin status of the 
(exporting) country: only ‘originating’ products 
receive preferential entry (into the United 
States) in terms of the AGOA legislation. 

AGOA   Rules  of  origin
A brief 

legislative 
timeline of

AGOA

*   Subject to complying with the Rules of Origin (local processing requirements)
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Qualifying apparel (garments) must be made up 
locally (cut, make, trim); however fabric sourced from 
anywhere in the world* may be used for this purpose. 

Products must be the ‘growth, product or 
manufacture’ of one or more AGOA
beneficiary countries, or if some imported / 
non-originating materials are used, the cost 
of local materials + direct cost of processing 
must equal at least 35% of the product’s 
appraised value at the US port of entry. 
Up to 15% (of the 35%) may consist of US 
materials.

Textiles (yarns, fabric of Chapters 50-60 and 63) from 
Nigeria or any other AGOA ‘lesser developed beneficiary
country’ also qualify under AGOA provided that they are 
wholly produced from locally made fibres, yarns, 
fabrics, or components knit-to-shape in such countries.    

Correctly identify the unique HTS tariff code of product
See:  https://hts.usitc.gov  [turn over page for QR code] 
Check if product is AGOA / GSP eligible (0% duty)
[Tariff Code ‘D’ for AGOA, or ‘A’ for GSP]
Alternatively: Check aplicable duty, or whether duty-free 
status under general US import tariff rules
Ensure compliance with Rules of Origin requirements
Obtain certificate of origin / endorsement from national 
customs / revenue service    

*  Nigeria qualified for the ‘third country fabric’ provision on 14 July 2004

AGOA RULES OF ORIGIN:  TEXTILES AND CLOTHING AGOA RULES OF ORIGIN:  OTHERS PRODUCTS BASIC AGOA EXPORT CHECKLIST



Some   of   NIGERIA'S   AGOA   product   EXPORTS   TO    the   united   states    

National
AGOA Strategies

Nigeria AGOA 
Trade Data

US Tariff Schedule
and HTS Lookup

AGOA FAQ
on AGOA.info

Nigeria Chambers
of Commerce

West Africa Trade
and Investment Hub

US Embassy
Nigeria

Nigeria
Customs Service

United  States   Trade  in  goods  with    Nigeria   since   the   START  of  AGOA   PREFERENCES   in   2000   

Nigeria exports to US : $1.51 billion

US exports to Nigeria: $2.73 billion

Balance of Trade : -$1.21 billion  
(Nigeria trade deficit in 2020) 

Nigeria’s exports to the United States, by programme, since 2000   |   $ million

Exports under AGOA
Exports under GSP
No preferences claimed
TOTAL country exports to US

Data in $ million.     Source: USITC Dataweb database. Totals may not perfectly correspond due to rounding
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2000 2020Trade in goods between the US and Nigeria
  Nigeria’s exports to the United States
  United States exports to Nigeria
  Balance of Trade (pos. value = in favour of Nigeria)

$ 9.7b   $ 1.51b
$ 0.71b   $ 2.73b

 $ 8.97b
Data in $ billion.  Source: USITC Dataweb database.
US domestic exports (FAS) vs. US imports for consumption (at customs value)     

2019
  $ 4.97b
  $ 3.11b
  $ 1.86b   $ 1.21b

United States exports to Nigeria   |  2019-2020
The United States exports to Nigeria on a non-preferential (MFN) basis. While US exports to 
Nigeria are highly diversified across many sectors, its imports from Nigeria are concentrated in 
mineral resources (mainly oil), and therefore far more impacted by international commodity 
price movements.  Exports of motor vehicles (passenger and goods) accounted for a third of US 
exports to Nigeria in 2020. Two-way trade was $4.2 billion (having reached $42 billion in 2008). 
The leading US exports to Nigeria (at HTS4 level) over the period 2019 - 2020 are listed below. 

2019 2020 2019 2020
Motor vehicles
Wheat
Parts and accessories for vehicles
Petroleum gases

Motor vehicles for goods transport
Petroleum oils
Filters, centrifuges etc.

$792m
$473m
$154m

$70m

   $739m
$312m
$159m
$125m

$23m
$21m
$39m
$28m

$94m
$82m
$73m
$70m

Balance of Trade
(positive values = 
Nigeria trade surplus)

United States 
exports to Nigeria

Nigeria’s exports 
to the United States

2020201920182017201620142012201020082006200420022000

Year

1,3191,0125181,1191,3512,8254,8192,2442,8692,3872,0391,4158797584103,2289,860 785

7,1354,9161,92511,94218,91434,00129,97719,47438,23732,52527,86323,87616,29510,1145,8208,9179,680 3,586

5,8083,1801,40310,81917,55731,17125,15417,22835,36630,13725,82322,46015,4169,3545,4095,6880 2,798
8.23.14.44.46.14.83.91.41.311.20.60.72.10.50.40.1 2.5

4653,1294,359
196.42.5

1,0291,8311,144

1,5144,9675,505

Taps, valves and similar, for pipes

Overview: Nigeria’s duty-free exports to the United States

While Nigeria’s exports to the US during 2020 were down to $ 1.5b vs. $ 2.7b in 
imports from the US, Covid-related impacts will have negatively affected trade. 

* Normal US import duties (if applicable to a product) are levied when local origin status of the preferential 
   exporter country (through compliance with the relevant Rules of Origin) can not be demonstrated on importation.

While few of Nigeria’s exported products to the US are subject to US import 
duties*, 2020 US importers paid $2m in duties on US imports, three quarters of 
whichrelated to certain crude oil (HTS 2709.00.20) that was not cleared under the 
AGOA provisions or where origin status and proof of origin can not be stablished.
Other products on which duties were levied include unwrought lead, synthetic
f ibers sheep skins, certain milk products,certain textile articles and so forth.  
Obtaining preferential entry into the US always depends not only on the AGOA
status of a product, but complying with the Rules of Origin criteria (see Page 1). 

Nigeria’s imports from the US are diverse and comprise manufactured, agricultural and
capital goods, including motor vehicles and parts, wheat, gas, machinery, etc.

Exports from Nigeria to the United States in 2020, by sector
Nigeria’s exports to the United States have, overall,  declined signif icantly in recent 
years; this is due to the large component of crude oil exports (and fluctuations in 
value and demand). But apart from oil, various agricultural products (cocoa beans, 
bran, nuts, oil seeds etc.), f ish (crustaceans) and others (unwrought lead, fertilizers, 
wigs etc.), as well as art and antiques are exported by Nigeria to the US. 

Herbal teas of HTS2106  are currently Nigeria’s largest
agricultural export product under AGOA preference. 
US-bound exports have grown rapidly over the past three 
years, off a low base, and increased more than three-fold 
in value between 2018 and 2020. Demand for herbal, 
medicinal and aromatic plants (HMAP) is generally 
considered to be increasing due to its use in 
alternative medicine, and other health care products. 

2020:  $3.5 million exports to the US
Herbal teas and food preparations (HTS 2106)
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Exports of agricultural products account for a significant
share of Nigeria’s non-oil exports to the US. Nigeria exports
a diverse number of agricultural products to the US, led by
cocoa beans ($12m in 2020), cereal bran ($9m), plants
used in perfumery ($8m), nuts ($6m). While most enter the 
US duty-free on a MFN basis, $11m worth of agricultural 
exports (representing 17% of the total) benefited from 
AGOA preferences in 2020.   

2020:  $63 million exports to the US
Agricultural products combined (HTS Ch. 1-24)
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The majority of Nigeria’s US-bound exports are mineral
fuels (mostly crude oil under HTS 2709.0020). The US
tariff on this amounts to 10.5c/bbl; approximately one
third of US imports within this tariff line claimed AGOA
preferences in 2020 (in previous years the AGOA ratio 
often exceeded 80-90%). Trade in oil is impacted by (oil) 
commodity prices, the state of the US economy, supply 
conditions, alternative supply sources and other factors.    

2020:  $1.4 billion exports to the US
Mineral oils (HTS Ch. 27)
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$ 1,367m
$ 461m

$ 63m
$54m

$ 0.3m

AGOA BUSINESS 
CONNECTOR

agoa.info/connect

20202000 2005 2010 2015

$ 11m

20202000 2005 2010 2015 20202000 2005 2010 2015

www.AGOA.info www.tralac.org www.usaid.gov

This Infographic has been created by the 

Trade Law Centre (tralac) and replaces an 

earlier (2018) version. The AGOA.info web 

portal forms part of tralac’s offerings.
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List your business

Total
Share under AGOA

AGOA

Miscelaneous manufactures

Transportation equipment

Electronic products

Machinery

Minerals and metals

Textiles and apparel
Forest products

Chemicals and related

Agricultural products
$ 14m, 0.2% GSP/AGOA

Footwear

Any % values denote share that entered the US duty-free under AGOA. Remaining trade is mostly duty-free under MFN

$ 0.7m, 0.8% GSP/AGOA

$ 0.3m, 0% GSP/AGOA

$ 1m, 0.6% GSP/AGOA

$ 17m, 66% GSP/AGOA

$ 0.03m, 21% GSP/AGOA

$ 2m, 1.1% GSP/AGOA $ 13m, 2.4% GSP/AGOA
$ 0.3m, 
10% GSP/AGOA

$ 64m, 17% GSP/AGOA

For purposes of this sectoral trade overview, the chart below excludes energy-related exports (crude oil) as well 
as “special classification” goods. Combined, these account for 92% of Nigeria’s US exports

US destinations of Nigeria’s agricultral exports* 
New York, New York  -  $27m
Oilseeds, cocoa beans, food preparations

San Juan, Puerto Rico  -  $9.2m 
Residues from the food industry (bran etc.)

Philadelphia, Pensilvania  -  $9m
Cocoa beans

Houston, Texas  -  $3.9m
Oil seeds, leguminous vegetables, pasta, vegetable fats

San Francisco, California  -  $3.7m
Nuts

Miami, Florida  -  $3.6m
Seafood products

* Leading destinations by district of entry. 
   Accounts for 88% of agricultural exports to US

[Year 2020]
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